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The Housing Authority (HA) announced plans to
redevelop in phases the older portion of Pak Tin Estate
in Sham Shui Po (comprising eight residential blocks
and a commercial centre), starting from 2013/14. It
also approved the rehousing and related arrangements
for domestic and commercial tenants affected by the
clearance of Blocks 1, 2, 3 and 12 at the estate.
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The HA'’s Subsidised Housing Committee (SHC)
endorsed the outcome of the second public rental
housing (PRH) rent review and adjusted PRH rents
upwards by 10% with effect from September 2012.

In the face of the rent increase, the HA adopted an
approach of “sharing the burden”, granting all PRH
tenants a rent waiver of one month for September 2012.
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Professor Anthony Cheung Bing-leung assumed
the chairmanship of the HA in his capacity

as Secretary for Transport and Housing.
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As part of the relief measures announced in the 2012-13
Budget, the Government paid the rent on behalf of PRH
tenants for July and August 2012, in a move to ease the
impact of the economic downturn on the community.
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Professor Cheung officiated at a ceremony at Upper
Ngau Tau Kok Estate to celebrate the 15th anniversary
of the establishment of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region together with PRH residents.

On display was a giant painting, an amalgamation

of some 160 smaller works of art with a theme of
“harmonious community”, which demonstrated

the joint efforts of PRH residents and HA staff.
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The SHC endorsed the sale of the 832 remaining

Surplus Home Ownership Scheme (HOS) flats and

the sales details, along with the arrangements for the

sale of future HOS flats. The SHC also endorsed the
arrangements for implementing the interim scheme

to extend the HOS Secondary Market to White Form

(WF) Buyers, with an annual quota of 5 000.
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The SHC approved the income and asset

limits for applicants for the interim scheme

to extend the HOS Secondary Market to

WF buyers, with an annual quota of 5 000.
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The HA's largest shopping centre, “Domain”, in
Yau Tong, Kowloon, was officially opened. Domain
has eight storeys and covers a total gross floor area
of around 45 000 square metres, comprising Six
themed zones and 150 shops. Almost 100% of the
retail areas had been leased prior to opening.
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Applications were invited for the interim scheme to
extend the HOS Secondary Market to WF buyers.
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The SHC endorsed a refinement to the review
mechanism of the Waiting List (WL) income limits.
The refinement introduced the nominal wage index
as the income factor, obtained from the Labour
Earnings Survey conducted by the Census and
Statistics Department. This will enable income
changes in the PRH target group to be reflected
in the WL income limits earlier than before, while
still maintaining the well-functioning expenditure-
led mechanism for reviewing WL income limits.
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The SHC approved the income and asset limits for
White Form applicants along with the selling prices
and sales arrangements for the sale of Surplus
HOS flats under Phase 7.
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Ballots were drawn for the interim scheme for extending
the HOS Secondary Market to WF Buyers to set

the priority of allocating the quota of 5 000.
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The SHC reviewed and endorsed the WL income

and asset limits for PRH for 2013/14 in accordance
with the refined mechanism. There was an average
increase of 6.0% and 4.2% respectively as compared
with the income and asset limits for 2012/13.
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Approvals were given by the SHC and the Commercial
Properties Committee for the HA to pass on the

rates concession, as announced in the Financial
Secretary’s Budget Speech, to its domestic and
non-domestic tenants starting from April 2013.
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