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New Housing

The picture above shows the public housing development at Queen’s Hill, Fanling
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Key Functions of the Strategy Division
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“To provide affordable housing to low-income
families with housing needs, and to help low-

to middle-income families gain access to
subsidised home ownership”
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On Tai Estate in Kwun Tong
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Key Achievements

® Engaging in strategic planning for public housing
® Developing policies and legislation related to private
housing

® Administering applications for and allocating Public
Rental Housing (PRH) flats

® Handling the rehousing of those affected by housing
clearances

® Handling sale of Subsidised Sale Flats (SSF)

® Managing the Home Ownership Scheme (HOS)
Secondary Market Scheme

Meeting the Government’s long term
housing goals

One of the biggest social challenges facing Hong Kong in
recent years has been the shortage of housing supply to meet
the demand. This has placed many residents under severe
housing pressure. The Hong Kong Housing Authority (HA)
helps address this problem by building different types of
public housing for those who are inadequately housed and
those in financial need, and also assuming a management
role for this public housing. As the current public housing
resources are insufficient, we are sparing no effort in

increasing the public housing supply.
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A PRH development at Diamond Hill
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Ping Yan Court in Yuen Long
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A key challenge is securing suitable land for housing.
As announced in the 2020 Policy Address and the Long
Term Housing Strategy Annual Progress Report 2020, the
Government has identified 330 hectares of land which is
sufficient for constructing 316 000 public housing units.
This should more than satisfy the projected demand of
301 000 public housing units in the next 10 years (i.e.
2021/22 to 2030/31).

Sale of Home Ownership Scheme Flats

The Sale of Home Ownership Scheme (HOS) Flats
exercise allows low- to middle-income families,
including eligible PRH tenants, to apply to purchase
HOS flats at a substantial discount to the market price.
The scheme, managed by the HA, is designed to provide
more affordable housing for the Hong Kong people,
helping them to climb the housing ladder.
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4871
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offered under the Sale of HOS Flats 2019
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https://www.housingauthority.gov.hk/tc/home-ownership/hos-flats/index.html
https://www.housingauthority.gov.hk/en/home-ownership/hos-flats/index.html
https://www.housingauthority.gov.hk/en/home-ownership/hos-flats/index.html
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Low- to middle-income families can apply to purchase
HOS flats at a substantial discount to the market price
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Key Achievements

The Sale of HOS Flats 2019 came to a close in June 2020,
when all 4 871 flats being offered were sold. In September
2020, applications were invited for the Sale of HOS Flats
2020. Around 7 000 new flats were offered for sale in
this latest exercise. Flat selection for eligible applicants is
scheduled for late May 2021.

In both the Sale of HOS Flats 2019 and Sale of HOS
Flats 2020, the flats offered were subject to the revised
pricing mechanism announced by the Chief Executive in
June 2018, designed to make HOS flats more affordable.
Under the revised mechanism, the pricing of HOS flats
is no longer linked to market prices. Instead, they are
priced based on the median monthly household income of
non-owner occupier households. In September 2020, the
median income for April to June 2020 was used to finalise
the discount applicable to flats offered under the Sale of
HOS Flats 2020, which was a discount of 40% of their
assessed market values.
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Shan Lai Court at Queen’s Hill, Fanling
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An exhibition on the Sale of GSH Flats 2019
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3 696"
BEEN units

offered under the Sale of GSH Flats 2019

Sale of Green Form Subsidised Home
Ownership Scheme Flats

The Sale of Green Form Subsidised Home Ownership
Scheme (GSH) Flats is a subsidised sale flat scheme
specifically for Green Form applicants, who are primarily
sitting PRH tenants and PRH applicants who have
successfully completed the eligibility vetting process.
GSH flats are sold at a discount of 10% greater than the
discount applicable to the preceding HOS sale exercise.

The Sale of GSH Flats 2019 offered 3 696 flats for sale in
December 2019. The flats were from two developments, one
in Chai Wan and one in Tsing Yi. Flat selection for eligible
applicants was completed in December 2020. Applications
for the Sale of GSH Flats 2020/21 are scheduled for May
2021, with 2 112 flats being offered for sale. These were
originally part of a PRH development at Diamond Hill
which, following a decision by the HA in January 2021, was
converted into a GSH development for sale.
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Dip Tsui Court in Chai Wan (top) and Ching Fu Court in Tsing Yi
under construction


https://www.housingauthority.gov.hk/en/home-ownership/gsh-ownership/index.html
https://www.housingauthority.gov.hk/en/home-ownership/gsh-ownership/index.html
https://www.housingauthority.gov.hk/tc/home-ownership/gsh-ownership/index.html
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Tai Wo Estate in Tai Po
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Key Achievements

Accelerating the Sale of Unsold Tenants
Purchase Scheme Flats

The Tenants Purchase Scheme (TPS) is a scheme that
allows PRH tenants living in designated estates to
purchase the flats in which they reside. After 2005/06, no
new TPS estate was rolled out due to the Government’s
repositioned housing policy, but sitting tenants in the
current 39 TPS estates can still choose to purchase the
flats in which they reside. As at the end of March 2021,
around 21% of the TPS flats in TPS estates (i.e. around
39 000 flats) remained unsold.

The 2019 Policy Address invited the HA to make active
preparation to accelerate the sale of these flats to better
meet the home ownership aspirations of PRH tenants. As
the first step, the HA endorsed in March 2020 the freezing
of the letting of recovered TPS flats with a view to putting
them up for sale in the future. In July 2020, the HA
endorsed the arrangements for putting up recovered TPS
flats for sale to eligible Green Form applicants in the HOS
and GSH sale exercises. In March 2021, the HA endorsed
putting up around 800 recovered TPS flats for sale under
the Sale of GSH Flats 2020/21, as well as the related
sales arrangements.

To encourage sitting TPS tenants to consider purchasing
the flats in which they are residing, the HA adjusted and
extended the incentive arrangements of its current TPS
policy. Under this, sitting TPS tenants can enjoy a discount
of 35% if they purchase their flats in the first year of their
tenancy, a discount that falls to 17.5% in the second year and
then terminates thereafter. For one year from 1 September
2020, the HA has provided sitting TPS tenants who are no
longer eligible for the first- or second-year discounts with a
17.5% discount to encourage them to purchase.
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Tung Tau (ll) Estate in Wong Tai Sin
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https://www.housingauthority.gov.hk/tc/home-ownership/buying-a-flat-under-tps/index.html
https://www.housingauthority.gov.hk/en/home-ownership/buying-a-flat-under-tps/index.html
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