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Speech by Ms Ada FUNG Yin-suen,
Deputy Director (Development and Construction),

Housing Department

Dr NG, dear partners {from the construction, maintenance, property management

and cleansing industries, honourable guests, fellow colleagues,

Welcome to the Safety Charter Signing and Forum to join hands in

promoting for a safety culture.

We believe that “workplace safety i1s everybody’s business™ and
“good safety practices bring better quality”. To maintain a high safety
standard, prevention 1s always the key factor. The Housing Authority has been
progressively motivating contractors to draw up safe working practices through
its procurement strategies and contractual requirements. As a result, the
accident rate in new works has dropped to 11.5 cases per 1 000 workers in 2006
and the rate in maintenance works has also continued to decrease. While we
are delighted to see continuous improvement in our safety performance, we

won’t be selt-contented.

In view of the recent series of severe industrial accidents in the
territory which have aroused great concern in society, we found it necessary to
alert contractors to attach more importance to safety. Contractors undertaking

Housing Authority contracts and all those on our lists are required to sign the



Safety Charter, pledging their commitment to setting the highest safety standard
and to maintaining a safe and healthy workplace. Other parties concerned and
our business partners will also join us for the Charter signing as a commitment

to reinforcing the safety culture.

The success of today’s event 1s attributed to the concerted efforts
and full support of the Occupational Safety and Health Council and all members
of the Housing Department Site Safety Sub-committee, and the industry experts
for sharing their valuable experience on safety management. May [ express

my profound gratitude to all of them.

Our Director, Mr Thomas CHAN Chun-yuen, pays much regard to
today’s event. Though he is not able to be with us today, he is always eager to
join hands with all of you to foster a safety culture. With “Caring” in mind,
we would like to take today’s opportunity to convey to all participants a clear
message of the promotion of safety and to motivate the industry to strive
together for a safety culture so that all workers can “go to work with a joyful

heart and return home with a safety pass”.

Thank you.



