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Message from Chairman of the
Occupational Safety and Health Council
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The construction industry is one of the key sectors of Hong Kong’s economy. The Hong Kong Government has
announced the launching of several large-scale infrastructure projects in the near future, and demand for renovation and
maintenance work is expected to increase significantly, given the continuous aging of the city’s buildings. These factors
would boost the growth of the construction industry in the coming years. The industry should therefore heighten its
vigilance and carefully carry out every step needed to ensure the safety of its employees. | have to commend the Hong
Kong Housing Authority for their foresight by encouraging their contractors to conduct the “Safety Climate Index Survey”
and the “Work Safe Behaviour Program” for continuous improvement in safety performance. These programs are further
integrated into the Independent Safety Audit Scheme for further enhancement of their safety management systems.

As most of the Hong Kong population live in housing estates of the Housing Authority, the Housing Authority has always
encouraged their property management companies to participate in the “Safe and Healthy Estates” scheme, which
forms part of the safe communities programme. This seeks to protect the safety and health of all those who work, live
and visit in the housing estates.

This year sees the third continuous collaboration between the Council and the Housing Authority in co-organising the Site
Safety Forum for Works Contracts and Property Services Contracts. We hope this will serve as a platform for industry
professionals to share their experience and exchange views about ways to improve the safety performance and
strengthen the work safety culture.
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