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Message from Mr LEE Kai-ming, GBS, JP
Chairman of the Occupational Safety and Health Council

The Hong Kong Housing Authority has been a long-time partner of the Occupational Safetyand Health
Council in pushing ahead with oocupational safety and health. In recent years, the Housing Authorty
and the Council have jontly lhunched the “Safety Climate Index Survey” to encourage contraciors
and emplcyvees to be resporsible for satety at work, thus fostering a safety culture in the industry. The
“Sakety Climate Index Survey” and “Work Safe Behaviour” have been incorporated inko the Housing
Authonty's safety performance monitonng programme a3 two effective management vehickes for
further enhancement of contractors’ safety management work,

The Housing Authonty 15 committed to promating the culture of safety at work with remarkable
achevements. Estates under the Housing Authorty have been given every encouragement to
participate in the “Hong Kong Safe and Healthy Estate Accreditation Scheme™ ogansed by the
Council. In a mer couple of vears, four of the Housng Authortys estates were commended as
“Sate and Healthy Estates with Good Performance”, while two estates did even better by gaining the
“Sate and Healthy Estates vath Qutstanding Performance™ avard. The Accreditation Scheme ams at
cultivating a safety culture at the community level through the implementation of a safety management
syskem for safeguarding the safety and health of the workforce, maintenance contractors, resilents as
wellas visitors in housing estates.

The construction industry B inherentty highly nsky. In ecent years, boomng actmvities in the industry
inchuding renovation and maintenance works resulting from the launching of major infrastnucture
projects, subsidy pogrammes for buikding renewal, and the mandatory building inspection scheme
by the Govemment have created temendous employiment opportunities which, hoveever, have also
pased great chalenges to our work on occupational safety and health. Therefore, members of the
industry must be fully aware of the situation and step up safety management by followng each and
every safety procedure with utmost care. It B particulary mportant that effective &l amesions are in
phce 1 enhance safety protection for workers working at heights to avoid accidents.

Recently, the weather has been very hot in Hong Kong. 1 would like toappeal to employers o conduct
nsk assessment for employees working in an environment of scorching heat and 1o take approprate
precautionary measues. Relevant training should akso be provided for employees so that they are
knowdedgeable about the early symploms of a heat stroke. As foremployees, they should drink plenty
of water, and be watchful of their body condiiors. The Coundil has made available practical and
effective information and support serices on heat stroke prevention.

This Forum has been jointly organised by the Council and the Housing Authority for the fourth
conseciutive vear. | believe that this event has provided a useful platiorm for the exchange of praciical
expenences and views among members of the industry, and fora meaningiul discussion of safety and
health issues which ar frequently encountered by stakeholders so that accidents can be reduced to
the minimum.

| wish oday's Forum every success, and wish you and your families good heakh and happiness.
Thank you!





